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NOTES ON NEW BOOKS.

This pleasant season, bringing us as it doth the
first genial taste of spring, the breath of its earliest
flowers, invites the thought* out of their prisons of
the winter, t alis the fancy abroad, bids us to gar¬
dens, to fields, to the country, to rural employ,
meats, and the approach of rural pleasures of every
sort. The sha| (in our part of the world that ear¬

liest vernal" messenger, more welcome too than the
swallow, because it bringeth a better price in mar¬

ket) hath been with us several weeks, though check¬
ed in its abundance of arrival by intervening spells
of cold weather.

I he French have a sort of culinary adage about
the shad; for that popular wisdom which maketh
proverbs is particularly apt in France to make them
about cooking. If it be true that the best of all de¬
finitions of man is, not that he is " :i featherless bi¬

ped," nor " a laughing and crying animal," but M a|
cooking animal," then your Caul must stand at the I
head of all human races, as the supreme specimen I
of the faculty which distinguisheth the human ani¬
mal from all others.the faculty of cookery. This
by way of parenthesis, however, like a late Presi¬
dential reign.

Well, Monsieur says, in his profound way,about!
shad, "Jamais riche ue mangea une bonne alose, nil
pauvre une mauvaise for the shad that arrive
first sell highest and are the worst. I

Another thing we have to say about them.I
though not without some misgivings of having our I
statement received with incredulity.shad will some-J
times bite at the hook. We may say that we know I
the fact; for one season, in a Southern river, we I
heard repeated instances of their being taken in that I
.way, from friends whose veracity we could not fori
an instant doubt, and who witnessed the thing. Hut I
we never heard of the like, before nor since. The J
thing is an anomaly in fishing, and quite worthy to J
have been celebrated in the most charming of all I
piscatory books, of which we have before us the I
following very pretty and ornate edition, to a notice I
of which the preceding is intended to be a preface: I

.

"The Complete Angler; or Contemplative Man's Recrea-I
tion : being a discourse on Rivers, Fish-ponds, Fish and Fish- J
ing- By Izaak Walton and Charles Cotton. With notes I1
biographical and explanatory, and the lives of the authoro."|'
London. L. A. Lewes, post 8vo. I'

There are few books in our language of greater I«
merit than this, merely as a literary production. It I!
¦would be difficult, indeed, to point in English to a

better model of that old style for which the French
have a name, (the naif,) but we none.the style of J
which Amyot and Montaigne are the exemplars in I
that tongue and Walton in ours. It is a manner I
full of sweetness, of unaffected elegance and sense. I
heightened all in their effect by an air of half-rusti-1
cal homeliness, and a diction touched with archaisms I
and quaintness. In Walton, the charm of ail this I
is graced besides with an excursive, but most unre¬
strained lancifulness; with a spirit the most amiable I
and cheerful, but religious ; and with a great happi-1
ness and art of spreading interest over his subject. I
There is a poetic love of Nature through his whole
book, which must be infinitely attractive to all who!
preserve minds undebauched' of such tastes. In a

word, it is a volume which must be confessed to be
one of those which ever)- one should have read,
¦whether votaries or pot of his art.

True, the gentle cralt has its depreciatore; butl
so have all its sisters.Poesy, of which Sir Philip
Sydney, that ornament of modern knighthood, was I
compelled to write a defence; Music, which some

folks would turn out of the church; Arms, which
the Peace Society would banish, no doubt that thel
badly strong might bullet the helpless as they liked;!
Learuing, which Jack Cade's men thought an abom-|
ination ; Medicine; long deaounced in favor of old I
women and quacks ; Wine, because some drink tool
much whiskey; Eloquence, because it is too per-1
suasive; Beauty, because it takes the mind captive; I
and even Religion, because it has its wonders.

That behemoth of arrogance and pomposity, fori
instance. Dr. Johnson, who believed in ghosts and J

* had obvious misgivings about Second Sight, did not I
believe in angling; which is no great wonder in a I
man to whom Nature had given little eyesight and
hardly any of the finer perceptions. Dr. Hen.
Franklin, too, a sworn utilitarian, who thought all I
sports unthrifty, hath indulged in some of the gibe? I
of his peculiar philosophy at the expense of anglers. I
And Lord Byron flatly villipends the good ok!
IzaaJt.as, indeed, he doth at times nearly all that
is amiable and fit to be reverenced. ;
On the other hand, what admirable names shine. I

from the earliest time, in the roll of anglers! Tu-
bal-Cain of course invented it, as first of all the arts,
he being the great discoverer of all in common.
Nimrod, who was so fond of hunting, must have
loved fishing too. as he dwelt on the Euphrates.
^ oung Tobit caught a fish for his father. David
and Solomon both mention fishing with respect.
Samson was a great fox-hunter, and therefore pro¬
bably fished, when the season for the other sport
was past. The Apostles, most of them, fished, ex¬

cept probably Judas. The Romans were exces¬

sively fond of fish and fish-ponds ; and we collect
from Plutarch that Queen Cleopatra (that peerless
beauty) was a good and Mark Anthony a very bad
angler. These are but some of the ancient exam¬

ples.: the modern are endless.
. Rich man never ate a good shad, nor poor man a bad one.

Ex-Governor Thomas, of Maryland, made his appearance
yesterday before the Circuit Court for this county, and gave
security in the sum of one thousand dollars to appear at the
next term of the Court to answer to the charge of libel as

presented by the Grand Jury. H. G. S. Kit, Esq. of St.

Mary's county, Maryland, is the bail of ex-Governor Thomas
in this libel caae. Gen. Walteh Jones is counsel for Mr.
Thomas.

Tub \\ heat I.takct..-A correspondent of the New Votk
Mirror gives the following account of an occurrence which
came under his own notice, and which may serve to throw
»ome light upon the nature and character of that plague of
farmer*, the wheat insect. He says:
" In the spring of 1814, I placed a bag containing half a

buahel of white flint wheal in a seed drawer, under gla*, and
near the furnaj* of my green-house. On the tith of March,
lMo, I opened the bag, and to my surprise found thousands
c "sects, such as are now presented to you.some were
on the point of leanng the kernel, others were just commenc¬
ing to eat through and many were perfectly formed and run¬

ning about in all directions. Si, year. ago J was i. the habit
of soaking my early grams in salt brine for the purpose of de¬
stroying the egg of the insect, which I assured my neighbors,
much to their amusement ami unbelief, ww, ensconce.! in the
kernel. <\ow, by accident, the fact is made manifest. The
insect would not have appeared until June, perhaps, had the
wheat been sown. The warm situation it occupied in the
green-house brought it thus early to maturity.
A N'rw Cmrni o* thTMea*i*« or~Fu«tas..The

morning of the last 4th of July witnessed a scene full of in¬
struction. The female convicts of a New York Penitentiary
were assembled. Their emotions testified that the matron

spoke not in vain. The well of their feeling* had been opened <
the waters, long restrained, gushed out. And what said the

1
merciful matron What could she have said to roll the stone
from the well's mouth ' Her words were only a preface.a
preface to a letter of the Superintendent. And now she reads.
Hear how they sob ! Like children weeping to their mother1
Ah, human nature, however depraved, retains always a miu
of it* Maker. And what said the superintendent ' He pitied
the condition of the jioor wretched women.that they ooulc
not partake in the joyous festivity. He sent them each a boa
<|iiet of flowers, to remind them of the days of their innocency
And t/ii* cnutrdthr frur* lojhnr from the eyes of the unhapiq
convict*. "Come, said the matton, "take courage; yor
may gather them yet in the gardens." Hhe was tfr>«were<
by s.»bs of contrition. Heaven bless the good superintend
.ut'.S'w Yurh Mirror.

The extensive and valuable flouring mill or Robert Halsey,
on Owego street, Ithaca, was destroyed by fire n few dayi
since rtiere was a large quantity of flour and grain in th.
/nil. at the time, all of which is entirely destroyed.

PREMIUM FOR THE DI8C0VERY OF A COMET.

Hkjh School OhservatOrt,
Philadelphia, March 21, 1845.

Messrs. Editors : I avail myself of your columns, in com¬

pliance with the request of Mr. Slate Counsellor Schim acuer,
of Altona, to jiiake public the condition* on which the King ol
Denmark award* the gold medal of twenty ducat* founded by
Frederick V I. for the discovery of the telescopic comet. These
conditions are stated in full in the four hundredth number ol
Schumacher's valuable publication, the Astronomische Na-
cbrichten.

1. The firxt discoverer, in anv nation, of a telescopic comet,
which, at the time of iu discovery, it- not visible to the naked
eyo, and whose orbit i* unknown, will receive the comet me¬

dal on complying with the following condition* :

2. If the discoverer resides in North America, he must, on

the night oj the tli.icuvery of a suspected cornet, address a let¬
ter to ('KouGC Bkiiell Arri, Astronomer Royal, Greenwich
Observatory, England, announcing the fact and stating the
place ol the cornet, if possible the direction of its motion, and
the geographical |H>siUou of the discoverer's residence. The
letter must be forwarded by the first post, or, if there i* no post,
by the first conveyance, jacket or otherwise, to Stkkx Bille,
Esq., Charge d'Allaires of Denmark at Philadelphia, with a

request to forward the same, duly attested, to Professor Airy.
3. The discoverer must search for the comet the next or

successive clear evenings, and on finding it again must also

forward iu the same manner u statement of its place on the

night of the second observation. It is recommended to the dis¬
coverer to send a duplicate to Professor Aihit.

4. The medal i* awarded one year after the discovery on

the nomination of Professor* Schumacher and Aiht, or, in
case of their disagreement, of Professor Gal s*, of Gottingen.

Yours, reajiectfully, SlfARS C. WALKER.

P. S. I enclose you an extract from Professor Schtma-
cii kr's letter giving important information relative to the comet
of 5^ years' period, the honor of whose discovery is shared with

the Europeans by our countryman, Hamilton L. Smith,
Esq. of Cleveland, Ohio.

.

Alto.va, Nor em her 18, 1844.
Dear Sir : I avail myself of the opportunity given me by

Mr. Stee* Bille, in sending me your letter to him, to bring
you very late but very sincere thank* for the volume* of Mr.
Downe's Almanac, sent me some year* ago. The great num¬
ber of letter* on astronomical subjects which I have to write
without any aid make* me often commit what the French call
"torts epistolaires," which indeed I canno( excuse, though I
may explain them. Mr. Downe's Almanac seems to me one

>f the best of its kind, and we have, excepting England, no¬

thing which deserves to be put at its side.
The comet seen by Mr. Hamilton L. Smith, on the 10th of

Septemlier, had already been discovered on the 2'2d of August
by M. de Vico, Director of the Observatory of the Collegio
Romano at Rome. It was also seen [independently discover¬
ed] at Berlin on the 5th and at Hamburg on the Gth of Sep¬
tember. Consequently, Mr. Smith cannot this time receive
the medal; but I trust he will continue his meritorious labors
in spying with diligence the comets yet to be discovered ;

white I assure you it would atlord me a sincere pleasure, when¬
ever such a discovery first made in America should place it in
my power, to transmit to Mr. Bille the medal, to be hauded
over to the discoverer.
Our comet for the rest seems to be a very remarkable one.

It is probably the same us that obseived by Tycho Brahe in
158ft, and likewise very probably the same as the famous comet
ol 1770, whose orbit was altered by Jupiter's attraction. Our
Kin«, always zealous lof promoting science, will put the gold
medal for comets on the liest discussion of Tycho Brahe'* ori¬
ginal observations ol the comet of 1585, and' has ordered that
these original observations, which exist only in manuscript,
diall be printed. The term will he one year after the obser¬
vations have appeared in print.
The liest elliptic elements which we up to this moment have

of the present comet are the following. It is impossible to re¬

present the observations by a parabola.
Perihelion passage, 1844, Sept. '2, 491.'52 mean time Berlin.
Longitude of Perihelion, .>4'2d. 89m. 44s. 9m. eq. Sept. '21.

" Ascending Node, 63d. 48m. 55s. 2 "

Inclination, 2d. 55m. Is. 9 »'

Logarithm of J great axis, 0.49*29151.
Eccentricity, 0.616103.
Period ofsidereal revolution, '2,004,339 days.
Motion direct.

Believe me, dear sir, very sincerelv yours,
H. C. SCHUMACHER.

To Sears C. Walker, Esq.,
High School Observatory, I'hiidJelphia.
THE TRH!MPI^ OF ART.

A report has been presented to the Academy of Science, in
Paris, giving an account of an artificial arm made by a Dutch
sculptor, M. Va.i Petersen, which gives to jx-rsons deprived
»f their arms the power of performing for themselves actions
the most simple and necessary to existence. 'J'he committee
>f the Academy have seen the invention of M. Van Petersen

upon five mutilated individuals, ami, among others, upon an

invalid who has been deprived of both arms ever since the warn

if the empire, and who, by the aid of two artificial arms, took
with his hand a full glass, carried it to his mouth, drank from it
without spilling a drop, and then replaced the glasx upon the
table from which he had taken it. This same disabled man

can pick up a pin, take hold of a sheet of paper, &c. The

following is a description of the invention

"The artificial arm of M. Van Petersen is not adapted in¬
differently to all who have lost an arm ; those only who have
preserved untouched the superior part of the hutnurus are fitted
to profit by it, and it can render no service to those who have no

stump, and have submitted to an amputation of the shoulder.
The invention is composed of three parts, articulated and
moveable, which represent the arm, the forearm, and the hand.
This last composes a kind of wrist, with fingers of triple pha¬
langes, moveable, and maintained in a firm state of flexion and
resistance with the thumb by springs. The whole weighs
scarcely 500 grammes, (equal to about a pound of the standard
weight of the mint ol Paris.) The stump of the maimed arm

is received iu a cavity of the machine, and the following is the
contrivance by aid of which M. Van Petersen has succeeded
in making the difleient parts play upon one another. A cor¬

set is fastened over the breast. To this corset arc attached
catgut strings, some of which are fixed to the forearm, others
to the fingers. When the maimed man carries the stump for¬
ward he excrtf a traction upon the forearm and bends it on the
arm. When, on the contrary, he move* it backward, the
forearm stretches out u|«>u the arm. It is by this double move¬

ment that the hand is carried to or removed from the mouth.
The movements of the fingers nre produced by analogous me¬

chanism, and the committee have l<een struck with the celerity
and precision to which mutilated jiersons have arrived iu exe¬

cuting theui."
Majitactvii* at CoLrwRis..The Columbus Enqui¬

rer of the 19lh instant, after alluding to the newly-erected
cotton manufactory in that city, says : " We are happy to
learn that another large factory is to be erected very soon, the
contract for the same having already been completed ; and we

cannot doabt that, in the course of a few years, Columbus
will, if not compare advantageously with Lowell, at least
have liegun the good work in such a manner as to place be¬
yond conjecture the feasibility of the South'* manufacturing
her own cotton goods, without Iwing in tha least dependant on

her brethren of the North."

Honors Paid To the late Tiiowas Caxprell at his

Fc»«ral..He (the poet) was well repaid. Peel held a

string of the {mil ; Brougham caine and said, " How damn
cold the Abbey is the Duke of Argvle, Scotchman-like,
rubls-d his back again Roubilliac's statue of his great ancestor,
and thought it whs a pity he hadn't migrated to Prince Ed¬
ward's Island ; D israeli said he was one of the "Curiosities
of Literature while Macaulay, who looks for smart things,
said, " Poor fellow, this was always the object of his ambi¬
tion.it was his . hope beyond the grave.'" . . . |fCj
some old gineral or admiral do something or another lhat only
requires the courage of a bull, and no sense, and they give
him a jiension, and, right off the reel, make him a peer. Let
some old field officer's wife <ro follerin' the army away tack in
I ridgy further than is safe or right for a woman to go, git taken
pris ncr, give a horrid sight of trouble to the army to get her
lack, and for this great service to the nation she gits a pension
of five hundred pounds a year. But let some misfortunate
devil of an author do.what only one man in a century can,
to mve Ins soul alive, write a l«iok (bat will live.. thing that
does show the perfection of human mind, and what do they
do here ' Let bis body live on the " Pleasures of Hojie" all
the days of bis lit.-, an his name live afterwards on a cold
white marble in Westminster Al<hey. They lie hanged.thr
whole bilin of them.them and their tiumpery procession too,
and theirpaltry fiatronage of standing by a grave and say in',

oor Lampliell! Whocaresfor a monument that actually
' He has built one that will live when that art

Old \ iliey rrumlile* down, and when all theiri that thouglil
they wax honor.n' him are dead and forgotten. His monu¬
ment was built by his own brains and his own hands and th«
inscription aint writ in Latin nor Greek, nor any oilier dear!
language nother, but in a livin* language, and one too thai
will never die out now, seem' our great nation uses it; and
here it is : "I he Pleasures of Hope, by Thomas CamjiMI.'

[.Sam Slick.
The paper* mention a riot in Ht. John's, (\. B ) in whicl

four men were shot, one siip|KMed to I*. mortally wounded
| I he troop succeeded in restoring order.

SPEECH OF SAMUEL F. VINTON,
OP OHIO,

On the bill to admit the States of Iowa and Flori¬
da into the Union.

Horsi or Kefrissktativm, Fkukuaht 11, 1845.
The Holme being in Committee of the Whole on the state

of the Union, and having under consideration the bill to ad¬
mit Iowa anil Floridu into the Union a* State*, Mr. ViNTON,
of Ohio, addressed the committee a* follows ;

Mr. Chaikmax : The question of the formation of now

States and their admission into the Union, has always been
regarded, and ever must be as often us it arises, one of grave
importance. Few questions upon which Congress is called to
act can exert u more vital and abiding influence upon th« Con¬
federacy than the introduction into it of a new member with
a share, in all time to come, in the legislative and otlmr de¬
partments of the Government. It is a proceeding that gives a

new identity to the Republic, and cannot fail to have a greater
or less influence upon the ultimate destiny and stability jf the
Union itself. When such a question is presented, it becomes
us to consider it and its influences gravely, and with tte eyes
of statesmen : since the act when done is fixed and irrevoca¬
ble, whatever may be the evils flowing from it. In laying
down the extent of new States, attention ought to be pud to

making them of suitable and convenient size for the pirposes
of Government; the ideographical affinities and dependences
of its parts ought to be consulted ; and in marking oul their
limits due regard should also be had to the convenience, natu¬
ral relations, form and extent of country surrounding or adja¬
cent to the new State, so that States to be thereafter formed
may have like advantages as far as practicable. The bill now
under consideration assigns to the proposed State of Iowa an
extent of territory larger than the State of Ohio by more than
one-third, and possessing a soil in no degree inferior in fertili¬
ty to that State ; while, at the same time, the country both
north and west of it, from which two other States ought to be
formed, is left in a very inconvenient shape for Slates. On
each side the lion's share is given to Iowa.
The motion of my colleague, (Mr. Dchcajt,) which is the

landing question now liefore the committee, proposes to alter
these boundaries by reducing the State of Iowa to the size of
the State of Ohio. In rny opinion the amendment ought to be
adopted. I am the more solicitous on this subject, ami parti¬
cularly anxious that a State of unsuitable extent should not be
made in that part ol the Western country, in consequence of
the unwise and mistaken policy towards thai section of the
Union which has hitherto prevailed in forming Western States,
by whicU the great valley of the Mississippi has been dpprived,
and irrevocably so, of its due share in the legislation of the
country. I propose to goback into Hie history of that legisla¬
tion ; and while I do it I must bespeak the attention of gentle¬
men from all jiarU of the country, and particularly the ear of
Western gentlemen ; for I am apprehensive that even they
are not as familiar as they should Ike with the early promises
that were made to the West on this most important subject;
with the pledges that were given it of future and prospective
power and consequence in the Confederacy ; of the withdrawal
of these promises and pledges, and the sulmtitution in their
stead of a policy desired to deprive it of its just share in the
h ederal Councils ; a policy conceived and carried into execu¬

tion when it had no power to resist; when it had none to
stand up here to vindicate its rights ; when power, prejudice,
and error of opinion combined together to make it subservient
in all time to come to Atlantic policy and rule. The first le¬
gislative history on this subject dates back as early as the
American Revolution. It is well known that Congresn was at
that time exceedingly desirous of obtaining cessions of the
Western country to the Confederacy. Among other induce¬
ments held out to the 8tates having vacant Western lands to
make cessions of them to the United States, Congress, on the
IOtli ol October, A. D. 1780, passed a resolution making va¬

rious promises in respe^ to the country that might be ceded,
and among them was the promise that the lands §o ceded
should.
" Be settled mihI formed into distinct republican States, which

shall become members of the Federal Union, and have the same
rights of sovereignty, freedom, and independence as the other
Slates; tliat each .Suite which shall be so formed shall contain
a suitable extent of territory, not less than one hundred nor
more than one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near there¬
to as circumstances will admit."".1 to/. Iahlh U. S. ft. 475.

Influenced by this resolution, the Commonwealth of Virginia
. >ii the 20th ol October, 17811, passed an act ceding to the
United States her claims to the territory beyond the Ohio river
on various trust conditions, the first of which is in these
words :

.' Upon condition thai the territory so ceded shall be laid out
and formed into States containing a suitable extent of territory,
not less than one hundred nor more than one hundred and fifty
miles square, or at near thereto as circumstances will admit;
and that the States so formed shall be distinct republican
States, and admitted members .of pie Federal Union, having
the same rights of sovereignly, freedom, and independence as

the other States.".Sc'f I vol Jatwi U. S. puge 47.J.
On the 23d of April next after this act of cession by Virgi¬

nia, Congress proceeded to make provision for the execution of
the before-mentioned condition in respect to new States. Ry¬
an ordinance of that date the country was laid out into States
of a rectangular form, lying l>etwecn certain parallels of lati¬
tude and certain meridians of longitude. The ordinance de¬
clared th.it from and after the sale of any part of the territory
within any one of the States herein marked out, that ordinance
should thenceforth lie irrevocable but by the joint consent of
the United Slates in Congress assembled, and of the particular
State within which such alteration might lie proponed to be
made. And here, Mr. Chairman, let me remark that the
country beyond the Ohio river, when laid out into States of
not more than < ne hundred and fifty miles square, according
to the conditions of the Virginia act of cession, would contain
from twelve to fourteen Stales. In addition to these, it was
expected a new State would !>e formed in that part of the then
western Virginia which constitutes the present Slate of Ken¬
tucky, and that the then western North Carolina and now

Stale of Tennefwee would also be formed into one or more

States. The ticcesssiry effect of these arrangement*, if carried
out, would have been ultiinaU-ly to give to the country beyond
the mountains a majority of Stale* in the Confederacy, even if
no accession of territory had lieen acquired beyond the original
limits of the United States as fixed by the treaty of peace with
Great Britain in 1783.

Shortly after the conclusion of the war with England very
serious difficulties arose between Spain ami the United State*
respecting the navigation of tl»e Mississippi. Our settlers in
Kentucky and Tennessee, who had planted themselves in this
distant wilderness, regarded the Alleghanies as forming an im¬
passable barrier between them and their Atlantic brethren ; and
naturally looked to the Mississippi and the outlet through the
Gulf of Mexico as their only rood to market, and as a region
to which they were by nature indissoluhly united. At the
saino time an opinion seems to havt> sprung up in the Atlantic
States that the interests of the transmontane country would
always be adverse to theirs, while it was seen, with no little
apprehension, that by the then political arrangements the power
of the Confederacy would ultimately pass from the east to the
west side of the Alleghanies. To prevent this, Congress
began to think of retracing its steps and of adopting such
measures as would in all future time secure the ascendency to
the Atlantic States. Accordingly, on the 7lh of July, 1786,
Congress passed a resolution recommending to tht Legislature
of Virginia "to take into consideration their act of cession, and
revise the same so far as to empower the United States in Con¬
gress assembled to make such a division of the territory of the
United States lying northerly and westerly of the river Ohio Into
distinct republican States, not more than five nor less than three,
as the situation of that country and future circumstance* may
require.".(See vol. 1, p. 495, Laws U. 8.)

In the following year (1787) the Convention assembled that
formed the Constitution of the United States; Virginia had tot
then Riven her assent to the alteration of her act of cession
proposed by the before-mentioned resolutions of Congress of
1786. The state of things on this subject, therefore, still re-

mained such as has been already described. The Convention
met in May of that year, and while it was still engaged in (he
work of forming a Constitution, Congress, which was also in
session, on the 13 th of J uly pissed the celebrated ordinance, com
monly called " the ordinance of 1787," for the government of
tiie territory northwest of the Ohio river. In this ordinarce
retain articles, and among them that prohibiting slavery in the
territory, were introduced and declared to be articles of con-!
pact between the United SNtes and the people of the territory ;

that they should form the basis of all States and Govern-
m^nt* that might be thereafter established in the same, aid
irrevocable, except by the common consent of the United Stafrs
and the people of the territory. The ftth of these articfes
provides that the territory shall be formed into not less thin
three nor more than five States j but, as the Virginia act of
cession stood in the way of this article, it was provided thai it
should not take effect till Virginia gave her assent to it. Tlja
rest of the ordinanre went into effect from the date of its pa*,
sage. This ordinance alao repealed the act of 1784, providing
for the division of the terrritory into States, thus leaving th|t
sunject to stand on the l»asis of the act of cession. In tl>
Convention that formed the Constitution of the United State^
the prospect of the lialance of power ultimately passing frofc
the Last to the West was a subject repeatedly mentioned id
the debates of that body. As they had no mean* of compel-
ling Virginia to give her assent to the alteration of hei act <f
cession proposed by the resolution of 1786 and the ordinand
of 1787, other means of retaining and aecuring Atlantic ascen

dency were spoken of. There were those in the Conventiot
who were opposed to giving the new Styte* equal (tower* witk
the old, and in that way secure the government of the county
to the old mcmltcr* of the Confederacy. The m»re sagaciou
|>ortion of the Convention, however, foresaw that if new Statu
w»-re introduced into the Union, they must lie placed on

footing of equality in all respects with the other Stales; thd
ihe new States would never rest easy till they were put on thj
footing; that they would carry their point sooner or later, snil

even by force, if by do other mean* and that good policy dic¬
tated the yielding of that voluntarily which would in the end
be niven up The Constitution was formed by the Conven¬
tion and adopted by the people, such .. I have described .t

being the state of the law respecting tlu, formation of new

Statos on the northwest aide of the Ohio nver. It waa not tall
the 30th of December, 1788, .little toore than two mon hi
before the firat Congress ua-embled under the new CouatUu-
tiou, that Virginia finally acceded to the proposed change in

'K
And now, Mr. Chairman, what has been the eflect of this

change, and of the withdrawal of the promts made to theWesfm. this subject > The vast and fertile region Wwcen
the Ohio the Lakes, and the Mississippi has been thus re-tid torn SUB. w f,v. .. .b. ¦*>*.
States fitted for empires have been formed there, and, with a

prospective population of not less than fifty millions, it can

never have but ten vote* in the Senate of the United ^ lutes.

[Here Mr. C. J. Ihoibsoll said, " But they will have a

Representation in this Houae according to their population. ]L. Vi jctom resumed. Sir, what laws can this House pass
without the consent of the Senate > which for reasons Oiere
is not now time to state, must always lie the controlling lwdy
in the legislative department of the Government. The act of
1784 provided that a State should be formed east of a line
drawn from the mouth of the great Kanawha river Jae north
to I like Erie crossing the Muskingum nver at or near the
p.«n.rf Z.JJiU., making .«o Su« .f ib.
State of Ohio, each of which would at this time MnUin a

population equal to that of Massachusetu, North Carolina, or

Kentucky, and ca|»able, when fully peopled, of sustaining
from four to five million* each. Under this new arrangement
the great difficulty has l>een to make five States large enough
to use up the territory without violating all the natural rela
tions of the country. For this end, the imits of II mow, when
regard is had to the fertility of her soil, were enlarged to an

unreasonable extent. Nature marked out a State within the
peninsula of Michigan ; but the same wca« J fowedher
boundary acioss Lake Michigan, and assigned her a territory
almost large enough for a 8tate between that Lake andLake
Superior, thus dividing the State of Michigan in a manner the
most inconvenient and unnatural imaginable, separating her
into two great divisions, between which for near one-halt o

the vear communication is almost impossible. And at la>t
a territory remains, which, under this arrangement, can only,
he formed into one State, containing, by estimation, eighty-
five thousand square miles, stretching from north to south
over six and a half degrees of .latitude, and bounded on the
Mississippi river a full thousand miles. As an equitable com¬

pensation to the Western country for this flagrant injustice, 1
would make a series of small States on the opposite bank ol
that river. The United States is formed by Nature into two
creat divisions.the Atlantic and the Western country ; the
latter embracing the Mississippi and all lU tributaries, the
former all of the Atlantic slope north and east of the waters oi
that river. In forming the western divisions into States, this
Atlantic policy has not been confined to the country beyond
the Ohio river. States with great extent of territory have been
formed on both sides of the Mississippi, from its mouth up;
some of them, and especially Missouri, being of unreasonable
dimensions; and now the. bill under consideration proposes to
carve out another empire from what remains of the Western
country, to be formed into the State of Iowa, giving to it an
extent of territory which, withiU known fertility i. capable,
when fully peopled, of sustaining not less than fifteen millions
of human beings ; while at the same time, in conformity to the
old policy," I see the bill contains a provision that when either
East or West Florida shall contain a population of thirty-hve
thousand inhabitants it may lie divided into two States; that
is to say, when either division of Florida choll contain a popu-
tion about equal to one-third part of the county in Ohio repre¬
sented by my colleague who offered the pending amendment,
it is to come into the Union with two votes in the Senate of the
United States.

... . u ;>If Florida were ready to-day for admission on this basis it
would give to one man there as much power in the Senate of
the United States as is possessed by forty men in Ohio ; tor
Ohio has more than forty times thirty-five thousand inhabi¬
tants. Now, Mr. Chairman, in all sober earnestness, I ap¬
peal to Western gentlemen to *ay if they will give their con¬

sent to this injustice, and to gentlemen from other sections of
the Union if they will lend their countenance to it. I am tor

voting in the amendment of my colleague to reduce the boun¬
daries of Iowa, and then, if Florida U to be divided, I would
bisect Iowa again. One-half of Iowa will always contain
twice as much population as the whole of t lorida. But 1

said, sir, that this policy thus early begun has not been con¬

fined to that portion of the West lying between the Ohio and
the Mississippi; but has been steadily pursued in respect to.
the whole of that great division of the United[States, and^car-Lried into execution to* at a time when the V. est had not the
means of making an eflectual stand against it in thi» or the
other branch of Congress. Let us see how the account stands
in point of numbers between the East and the W art. My
colleague savs there is country enough north of Iowa for one

State and w'est of it for another, U'fore you reach the great de¬
sert on this side the Rocky Mountains t and Wisconsin, with
her huge proportions, will come in also, making, with Iowa,
four new Suites in that quarter. Counting Louisiana and a

the States north of it on Mil sides of the Mississippi, and all
west of Ohio, that State inclusive, and we have in all eleven
States The four new States added will give to the western
divisfe this side the Rocky Mountains fifteen States ; while
there are now north of the States of Louisiana and Missis¬
sippi, and east of the Alleghanie* sixteen States « I londawill
make seventeen, and, if divided, eighteen in the Atlantic di¬
vision to fifteen in the Western. While the latter division is

destined ultimately to contain twice or three times as many in¬

habitants as the former, that great fertile valley of the upper
waters of the Mississippi, which spreads out from the sources
of the Mononsahola and Alleghany rivers to the head waters
of the Missouri, will always contain the heart and seat of the
population of the Union. If this be so, I would inquire, i« it
iiut as between the two divisions of the country, is it politic
to deprive the West of its due share of power ill the Senate
of the United States. Just it certainly is not; that I need
not argue. Is it politic, I ask again > That I propose to dis¬
cuss. And here let me remark, Mr. Chairman, that if there
is any one great principle of free Government more univer¬

sally assented to than any other, it is that the will of the ma¬

jority shall govern. It is a principle that ought not to h* de¬
parted from except in cases of overruling necessity. J* 'here
here any such overruling necessity > If the interests of the West
stood out prominently and durably in opposition to those o

the East, as our fathers thought thej would when they set this
policy on foot, it is freely admitted that in such case the
weaker interest on the Atlantic should have a controlling check
somewhere against the cupidity, injustice, and oppression of
the stronger power ; for all history and all experience prove
that the justice, equity, end magnanimity of communities can¬
not be safely relied upon when their interests come in conflict
with each other. If I had lived in the days when this opinion
prevailed, and had thought as our fathers did on this subject,
I should have acted as they did, from a conviction of its over¬

ruling necessity. But we all now know that in this reop^tthey labored under a very great mistake. The reason for the
policy having ceased to exist, the policy itself not only ought
not to be carried further, but, if practicable, should be correct¬
ed in the future legislation of Congress.

I hold the opinion, Mr. Chairman, that, in the long run,
the power of controlling this Government in all its depart¬
ments may be more safely entrusted to the W est than in any
other hands. I will proceed, sir, to assign some reasons for
what gentlemen may regard-as a very bold declaration, and
is, I believe, a novel one on this floor. If the West be per¬
mitted to give shape, form, and direction to the policy of the
country, its legislation will, in the main, approach nearer to the
wants," the social condition, the interests, and the equitable
claims of the whole Union, than can be attained by vesting
that contrel any where else. This will be so, not because
the people of the West are any more nor any less trustworthy
than the people of any other portion of the Union, but be¬
cause their geographical position fcnd ihfcii commercial depen¬
dences are such as indissoluhty to unite them in interest l»oth
to the North and the South. And if the West be true to its
own interest.which, it may be presumed, it will always con¬
duit it cannot take care of itself and promote ita prosperity
without at the same time taking care of and promoting the
prosperity and advancement of the whole country. Look,
Mr. Chairman, at all the great markets of the North.at Bal¬
timore, Philadelphia, New York, and even Boston ; and you
will sec the West is es inseparably connected wit!) tty»m *11 as
are the counties that lie odjacent to their very doors. And
it is for this reason, and this alone, that the States on the At¬
lantic have made such mighty efforts, and poured out (heir
money and their means like water, to facilitate that intercourse
which is so essential to their own welfare as well as to thewel-
f»re of the West. On the other hand, sir, turn to the ex¬
treme 8outh t look «t New Orleans ; behold (he never-sleop-
ing, never-ending movement of the innumerable water-craft
that float down upon the bosom of the Father'of Rivers, con¬
veying their burdens to this common depository of the rich pro¬
ductions of every clime, and tell me, sir, if it lie possible for
the West ever to inflict an injury upon the North or the South
without fueling the full anil fatal recoil of the blow she strikes.
Every Western man on this floor must know that we in the
West cannot live, cannot prosper, unless hoth the North ami
the South prosper along with us. We in the Weat have al¬
ways felt and always acted on the principle that our own wel¬
fare imperatively demanded of us to protect the capital and la¬
bor Imth of the North and the South. My venerable and wor¬

thy colleague now in my eye, (Gov. Va*c*,) will remember
a memorable occasion when, twenty-one year* ago, the sugar
interest of I^>uisiana was saved from ruin by the Ohio delega¬
tion. He and myself are all that now reaiaiu here t»f what
was then tho Western delegation. And, what is very import-1
ant to be remembered, tliis impendence p reciprocal ;_ tbet
South and North are, if possible, M dependant on the \Vest
as it Is on them. Can any one estimate how much the Anal
greatness of Sew York ami New Orients depend on the
West} I hence confidently re-assert that giving to the W est
credit for no higher or better motive than fon»ultinn its own
welfare, its legislation, its general policy, may be more safely
trusted in the long run by the whole I .nion, than can any other
section of it; and, consequently, when it shall have a majon-

ty of the population of the nation, it ought, in justice to it-
adl and lor liio good of ail, to be represented in all the de¬
partment* of the law-making power, a* nearly a* may be, sc

cording to the relative number* of its people.
Uut> Mr. Chairman, in illustration of the safety ai well an

policy of giving to the West its due share in the legislation ol
. the country, permit me to calL your attention to anotlier con¬

sideration. Communities, like individuals, are influenced by
their likes and dislikes; in a word, by their piejudicea abucMt
as much as by their interests. Now, it veiy fortunately foi
the West, and equally so for the whole country, so happens
that it has no prejudices against either the North or the South ;
it 1tears a good will and kindly feeling to both ; and, ao far as
I know, both are free from bias against the West < both re¬

ciprocate to the West its good will and kindness of feeling for
them. The West, being so identified in interest and feeling
with both, holds the position of an impartial umpire between
their jealousies and prejudices against each other, and between
their conflicting interests, cither real or imaginary, and most of
them I believe to be of the latter class.

In another particular, also, the West is and must be a safe
umpire between the conflicting claims of the North and the
Houth. The whole West, as I have already said, is as one

whole, identified in interest in all its parts. Take, for exam¬

ple, Western Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, and even Ten¬
nessee.the whole grain-growing and subsistence-producing
district of the slaveholding States south of the Ohio and beyond
the Mississippi, and they are indissolubly interwoven with
western Pennsylvania, the country lieyond the Ohio, and the
Misbisuippi, whose free labor is devoted to the same produc¬
tions. I her# is no other difference between them than that
slave labor on the south side of the Ohio and in Missouri has
an agency in bringing forth these products ; while in Western
Pennsylvania, beyond the Ohio, and in Iowa, these products
are the fruits of free labor. Now, all these grain-grow¬
ing slaveholding districts have just enough capital in slaves to
cause them to take care of and watch over all attacks on that
description of property, and thus shield the extreme South
from any injustice, while at the same time in none of these
States is that description of capital paramount in importance
to all other interests; it is not with them, as on the Atlantic
at the extreme South, tU one iniereat, controlling all others;
while on the other side, looking to the North, their products
being the same with the grain-growing non-slaveholding States,
they all go and ever must go to the same markets together ; and,
therefore, all have a common interest to watch over and see

that Northern interests are not sacrified to Southern. Thus
the whole body of grain-growing States, slaveholding and non-

slaveholding, have an intermediate position between the pecu¬
liar and exclusive interests of both North and South, and are

deeply interested in the prosperity of both. This considera¬
tion will always have its influence in permanently maintaining
in the grain-growing States of the West, not merely a feeling
of just impartiality between the North and South, but of good
will to both. For it is as true of communities as of individu¬
als "that where the treasure is there will the heart be also."

Asrain, Mr. Chairman, in another view of the whole country,
the West now exerts, and for a long time to come must con¬

tinue to exert, a controlling mediatory influence over both North
and South. It must be borne in mind that legislation is an aflkir
of business, intended not merely to protect what we have of
life, liberty, and property, but to bring its effective aid to the
great work of progressive civilization, of the development both
of the social and individual man. For this great business we
in this country are surrounded with peculiar difficulties In
the first place we have two distinct social systems, two forms
of civilization, one baaed on free and the other on slave labor,
going on, side by side, each working out gradually their own
peculiar results, ^nd each having wants peculiar to itself. In
the next place we are composed of communities tliat have
made very different degrees of progressive civilization, some

parts of the country being at least half a century in advance
of others. In some parts, and, for example, in Massachu¬
setts, already a great division of labor has taken place ; it is
applied to the business of production in many varieties of
forms. Capital has its many corresponding modes of invest¬
ment. Many forms of social organization have sprang up in
aid of the efforts of capital, of labor, and of intellectual de¬
velopment. On the other hand, along the Atlantic, at the
extreme South, as in South Carolina, for example, capital and
labor are for the most part devoted to one pursuit and applied
in one form onlv. There, of course, that pursuit and that
mode of investment is paramount to all others ; it controls all
others, makes all others subservient to it. Now, fortunately
for the whole country, it so happens that, as in the other re¬

spects already pointed out, the West holds, and for a long
time to come will continue to occupy, a middle ground lie-
tween the two extremes. If we look at western Pennsylva
nia and western Virginia, both lying on the waters of the
Mississippi, at Ohio, Kentucky, and at the whole of the
grain-growing section of the West, with the exceptiou of
the*very newly formed settlements, we shall find that labor
and capital have already assumed many forms, and are

daily seeking new modes of application and investment.
In all this, however, they are and will long continue to be far
below the standard of Massachusetts, hut quite in advance of
that of ('arolina, where, as J have already said, capital and labor
are substantially devoted to one pursuit only. Indeed, I have
been told that it is only within a month or two past that the
first steam cotton press has been put in operation in Charles¬
ton ; that till now they have gone on without the aid of this
great labor-saving machine, which has been in full operation
in the valley of the Mississippi for mgny years jmst. We
have in this country many degrees of civilization, and every
statfe of it requires a system of laws adapted to its own con¬
dition. Wc have also, as I have already said, two distinct
systems of civilization, each calling for legal regulations suited
to its wants and condition ; while the laws that we make liere
must of necessity be general and uniform in their application
to the whole of these different states of society. And here
lies the great difficulty in our path: a difficulty, the pressure
of which. I felt the first day that 1 t<»ok my seat on this floor,
(twenty-two years ago,) and which I still continue to feel with
increasing force as the old communities become more com¬

plex, as new ones spring up almost daily, and as the two sys¬
tems, based on free ami slave lalwr, gradually disclose and
develop their own peculiar wants and results. The question
how we shall legislate for such a country is a problem of very
complex ond difficult solution. We cannot euine up to the
standard of Massachusetts, nor can we come down to that of
Carolina ; and hence it is that, for more than a quarter of a

century past, both have complained of the neglect and injus¬
tice of the General Government; both have blamed each
other ; both have labored under excited feeling; both have
inveighed against each other ; both have occasionally indulged
in threats of the dissolution of the Union. Now, ii" we were
to adapt our legislation to the condition of Massachusetts, it
would I* to the new settlements like putting the garments of
the full grown man upon the infant child ; and if we legislat¬
ed with a single eye to the new communities, #<h legislation
would be to Massachusetts! ike forcing the garments of the b-
rant upon tho man standing full six feet six in his shuts. Now,
sir, if hoth the South and the North would coolly and impar¬
tially look at the facts as 4hey arc, at the condition of things
as I hive described it, they would put down to unavoidable
necessity much they have been in the habit of blaming each
other for j they would both come to the conclusion that, consider-
ing the complicated and diversified condition of our society
the wonder is that our laws have, in the main, worked m
well; thai they have done so much good and so little harm
Now, these diversities of condition will continue, iy a long

Ume at least, to widen, since the old cpaununtties will go on
with the great work of development, while new societies for a

very long period will continue to rise up in succession over
our vast unpeopled domain between us and the Pacific rv^.
While this condition of things exists, our la^;e «*»U in the
main conform to the condition of those v/iio occupy the middle
ground between the tw» extremes. That middle ground the
great grain-growing region of the West now occupies, and mus»
Cfyitinue to do so for some two or more generations V leoai.
In this view also of our social condition, it (a unwise to de¬
prive the West of its doe shf\rp c/ legislative power In either
branch of Cwigico. But, Mr. Chairman, there still remains
one other consideration why the West should have a repre¬
sentation in both branches of Congress proportioned to its
population, in my opinion far outweighing in importance any
that has yet been presented. We have in this country some
active centrifugal elements, and those whose attention ili alojie
directed to their tendency are ready to desjytir of the perma¬
nency of our Union, and to themselves up to the opin¬
ion that this gycatasl of all experiments on free Government
is destined at no distant day to prove a signal failure. But,
sir, there is silently and steadily growing up in the very hc«it
of this nation a great conservative power, that, if j; not
already, will have, in a few short yesr«, the strength to hush
into submission these elements of disunion. The high func- <

tion of the preservation of the Union is committed by the
hand ftf Nature to the dwellers in that great grain-growing
valley wh^ch stretches out from the summit of the AUe^hnrues \ ]
to the foot of the Bncky Mountains, which at this time con- I
tarns near one-half of the population of the Union and u !«
destined in all future time to contain an overwhelming majority
of the nation. It would seem to he necessary, to the f.ui and
sure performance of this great and resp,vi«ible duty, that the
conservative power should hokl in its hands the means of exe-
cuttng it aooording to .he forms and under the sanction of,,
law.that It should, in other words, possess the power of msk
mg such laws, whenever the emergency may arise, as will
enable it to bring its means to hear in a legally form upon
domestic violence. Without this, there i, a (nihility {fat
the conservative power might fail to perform its ap^wpriate
Junction ; since, if the necessary laws withheld, as

cy might be, it must, if j{ p&ribrmed its duty at all, dis¬
charge it irregularly, imperfectly, feebly, and hesitatingly, be¬
cause without legal sanction. In giving! therefore, to that
which |«tnre has provided ss the conservative power, the au-

thority of its own will to provide the means of performing that
great trust, we shall but second hy out regulations the laws
and designs of Providence. Tho people of that great valley
will forever lie conservative, whoever may be otherwise f not
Itecausr of their superior patriotism, virtue, and lore of coun-
try, but simply because their position forces them to be so ;
they must be conservative in spite of themselves. Disunion
is ruin to Ihem. They have no other alternative but to resist
it, whenever or wherever attempted. We of the West must

have free access to the Atlantic.-to the great market* of B*1-
liinore, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston.or we are a
ruined and dependant people. Suppose these markets, or an/of them, to become a part of a nation independent of the
West, so that when Western produce waa on the road to
market it might be Used at pleasure, Of arrented altogether, at
the line of tlie new empire, as would probably happen, fr «n
ita coming in competition with ita own producer* ; and s:jp-
IK>de, whut also would be likely to happen, the merchant!in-
received in return were subjected to oppressive export ortrai
duties.ia there a man in the Weat, will there be the man
there for a thouaaod generation* to come, that would »ut>. J'
to that state of thinga for a aingle day } If, then, an atter >pt
at disunion be ever mode in that quarter, the united We-t
must and will rally to a man under the flag of the Union, H i)
resist it to the lost. And, in resisting such an attempt, if e*« r
made, of which it ia to be hoped there is no real danger, Ue
people of the West will but yield obedience to an imperat ve
law of their condition.of their fixed geographical position, .

of an overruling necessity. On the other hand, suppose, ii
such a supposition be possible, discoutent were to show itselfin the 8outh, and an attempt were made to set up a Soutliein
or Southwestern republic or empire, blocking up the road tuthe port of New Orleans and the outlet into the Gulf of Me»-
ico, can there be any doubt wliat the Weat would do ' Agar,the same ini|>erative law of its condition, of its geographic Iposition, of an overruling necessity, would force the unit-West to rally to the rescue of the Union. And, what mi<>be a cheering and joyoua reflection to every lover of his coun
try who glories in the greatness of its destiny, who sendshis prayers for its immortality, this law of necessity, tin*bond of union, will every day accumulate new force and gs .

new strength with the increasing millions in the West, a. .Iwith it* still more rapidly expauding intercourse both with t uNorth and the South. Sir, the child is already born in tt it
great valley that will live to see it inhabited by more than ahundred millions of human beings, all subject to this greatlaw of necessity. Mr. Chairman, there never was a nation
on the face of the earth that hail within it such a conservative
power as must inevitably grow up in the very heart of thi*Republic.a central power so irresistible and at the same time
so indissolubly united with the external partsof the empire.«
power resting not upon the laws of man for its existence. htJi
upon the law of Nature, of an indispensable geographical di
pendency, of a permanent and increasing necessity, whieV.
therefore must l>« as durable as time itself. Mr. Chairman, I
am one of those who have an abiding faith that this gremconservative power will be true to its trust. Communitie>,
sir, like individuals, have their destiny. With either thut
destiny is but the necessary result of their position. To pre¬serve thi* Union, to make ita existmet immortal, is the hig\destiny assigned by Providcnce itself to this groat central power.In their letter of address, which accompanied the transmis¬
sion of the Constitution of the United States to the Congm*of the Confederation, the Convention say that in all their de¬liberations they kept steadily in view that which appeared to
them to l»e the greatest interest of every true American, " th*consolidation of our Union." To attain this result, it is we)'known great and mutual concessions wero made in the spiritof conciliation and compromise on all sides. There have live*'in this nation, Mr. Chairman, two men who have, in mjopinion, done far more to consolidate the Union than thiConstitution, and, I had almost said, all the men that made itEach of them performed an act, the mnited influence of which
has effected this great result. The first in onler of time wai
the determined stand taken by John Adams in negotiating th*
treaty of peace with Great Britain by which ho obtained th<
upper lakes as the boundary of the United 8tates, instead 01
the Ohio river, which it is well understood would otherwiss
have been agMml upon. The other act was the acquisition of
Louisiana by Thomas Jefferson, which filled out and complet¬ed this great and indissoluble system af natural relations and
mutual dependencies between the West and all other parts of
the Union. These two acta laid the deep and broad founda ¬

tion upon which to build up this great conservative power, in
comparison to which the strength of written constitutions and
artificial regulations are but as rojies of sand.

I am not quite sure, if the Ohio had been our boundary,and our original limits had otherwise remained unchanged,that the Constitution would have been strong enough to keepthe North artd the South from parting liefore now. But that
danger is now past, or fast disappearing under the increasingStrength of this conservative power. The Union is fa«i. an¬
chored upon it, and you cannot break it from ita nveoring*-,Massachusetts and South Carolina, the North and the Soutli,might, for aught I know, find a dividing line that would
mutually satisfactory to them 5 but, sir, they can find no sucljline to which the Western country can assent. Where wouK|
you draw it ? Would you make tl*e Ohio the boundary, aft
was originally proposed } Cwi the people on either side of lb*
Ohio consent to that>

Let me ask np.y triend from Virginia, (Mr. S rcv.xson,) no*immediately before me, who represents an active, thriving, ana
enterprising people, whose capital and lalior have already souglfc
out many forms of application, will they consent to hs cut o(
from their connexion with their brethren of Ohio ; that the pro*ducts of their f.irms and workshops, while descending that rivef
which we all now navigate in peace and harmony together,
shall pe.ss under the muzzles of Paixhan guns at every bend
that brings its channel under the Ohio shore ' What Iwnefit,
what but unmitigated evil on all (skh*s, should we gain bythat ? No, sir ; we of the West ou both sides of the Ohio are

indissolubly one. We have ever lived in harmony together,and ever shall. Na power can part us. Nor can the line te
drawn any when* else. If the attemp* at separation be made
at the North or South, in Massachusetts or South Carolina, it
will he put down by the hand of this great central power, in>pelled to action by an overruling necessity. It must,'put it
down, or lose it* own independence, and its peo.^i® becomehewers of wood and drawers of water for thfe people of the
new empires at the North and the South,Mr. Chairman, if I had the pqvMr to do it, 1 would im¬
press upon the mind of every XfiAn beyond the mountains the
great conception that to preserve the Union i* the glorious des¬tiny of llie West, it 1 could, I would All the puhlie mindthere to OM^i^ming with this sacred sentiment.with a firmrcaoive, with a holy zeal, to j*ovc Use If faithful to the groatmission to which it is called. I would transmit H from fatherto son to the Tate^ posterity. I would, if I could, mak« themfeel, that the vestal virgin that kept the sacrcd fire, thehigh, tsommand is upon them to keep the Union, to watch overit, to maintain and defend it forever.

Bui, sir, why speculate about rosistance to a separation ofthe Union ' Why tajk about secession at the North or South *
Is it not a fact that both are so wedded and hound to the WestLy nature ai d by art that neither can brook away the con¬nexion ' I«ay down the map of the country before you; look,sir, at the wonderful net-work uniting the West with the Northand the South, and then let any Northern or Southern man tell
up where he would begin the work of its destruction. Lethim altow me how he could do it without bringing rain on the
pott broken off. But this self-preserving power of the Unionhas its limits. Just so far as this mutual and indispensable con¬
nexion with and dependence upon thia ®*eat central and con¬
servative power can be extended, so. far and no farther can
you extend the limits of this Republic with any hope of per¬manently preserving its unity. When you reach beyond the
confines of uuitual connexion and dependency, and break
into Cjth** geographical systems, no matter whether tl»c com¬
munities added he slaveholding or non->lavcholding, they will
inevitably prove, in a Government like ours, resting for it* ma n-
tenance on puhli# opinion and a sens* of common interest, an
element cf weakness.a centrifugal and disturbing lorce to the
Ut^on. By art we have overcome the harriers of the Alle-
ghanies, and that grew valley beyond them, spreading out far
beyond the conception of our fathers, instead of being a *reatcentrifugal po;w*r, as they thought it must ever he, and perhapswould have been if those liarriers had not been surmounted, '

has now become, and fts I have shown must forever remain,itself the great conservative power of the Union.the heart and
seat of our glorious empire, an empire in prospoct such as theworld has never seen.

But we have also within the present limits ofo«r Republic cerv-
trifogal tendencies whose influence we have not yet foil and can¬
not fully estimate, I need not say that I refer to Oregon. Canit he broqght into this great system of mutual connexion, And
rr\a<W to feel its dependence upon what will baifo it the great
eastern valley on this side of the Rocky Mountains t If this can
he done we may counterpoise and overcome its centrifugal ten¬
dencies. The waters of the Mississippi spread out almost to
the shores of the Pacific- Art, under the guidance of enter-
jwise aud science, has already accomplished wonders in remov¬
ing harriers on this aide of the great valley, and binding toge¬ther those whom nature had put asunder t and science and
enterprise have capacities for the accomplishment of still graterwonifer*. When those harriers that now separate us from
Oregon shall be overcome, and a great system of commercialintercourse opened up between the two sides of the Rocky
Mountains, and through this avenue to the Pacific and over it
to Asia : whenever this intercourse shall become such, if it
i-ver do, that the dwellers on the two sitles of those moun¬
tains shall feel that they are mutually necessary to each other,
then that region will thenceforth be drawn towards and hekl to
the great. entral power as by a magnet. This accomplished,
the great conservative power with its innumerable millions will
¦end out its choicest fruits of the earth and of art to the Atlan
tie, to the Gulf of Mwieu, and to the great Pacific, and, if
need be, wilWhold on all sides with the firm grasp of a gient-
[t should, however, never be forgotten that the States that i"*T
rise up beyond the Rocky Mountains, like those east of the
Alleghanies, will form a system by themselves outside the great
conservative power.

Maciii v r AT Bovuwi**..The last masked ball
at Boulogne had very nearly terminated in a scene of horror.
The day Wore it was to take place it was discovered that the
floor hnd been taken up, and a large box of powder inserted
Ixmeath, and so covered with chemical matches that the move¬
ment of the floor would cause the explosion. Accident alone
made the discovery. The object, no doubt, was the pillage,which, immediately made, would have been considerable.
Like the theatres of Italy, the private bores of this theatre ara
turned into so many private saloons for supper during the bells
of the carnival, and those who occupy them are, of course,
dressed with the utmost expensivencss.


